SOCIAL PEDAGOGY IN BELARUS
'Social' pedagogy has grown organically out of a longstanding tradition of educational philosophers, social thinkers and practitioners who were concerned with creating a more just society through educational means. 
Therefore, social pedagogy interacts between society and the individual. It aims to provide nurturing conditions that support human growth in two opposite directions, towards independence and towards interdependence. 
As this is a lifelong process, social pedagogues work within a range of different settings, from early years through adolescence to working with disadvantaged adult groups as well as older people. Consequently, what exactly social pedagogy means depends very much on the context or setting. 
Social pedagogues who are working with marginalized adults will draw on other specialisms and theories than social pedagogues working with very young children, although they will be connected through a shared ethos and principles underpinning their social pedagogical orientation.
Social pedagogy can be described as a ‘function of society‘, reflecting societal attitudes in many ways. It provides clues about how a given society thinks about children's upbringing, the relationship between the individual and society, and how society supports its disadvantaged or marginalized members. 
Social pedagogy is the professional activity of helping individuals, groups, and communities improve their overall social functioning and working toward influencing environmental social conditions that will aid is reaching this goal. 
Social pedagogues working in Belarusian schools help people gain access to resources; provide counseling to individuals, groups, and families; work to enhance social and health services; and advocate for the individuals they serve. 
Social pedagogues are committed to helping individuals obtain ultimate functioning in their environment and have expertise in human behavior and development; social, community, and cultural organizations; and the interactions that take place between these factors.

School social pedagogy is a specialized area of social work practice. School social pedagogues help students make successful school adjustments to enhance their ability to learn in their educational environment. 
They work with other school personnel and local social service agencies to help students overcome or cope with physical, emotional, or economic difficulties, as well as address social and behavioral problems that may be influencing their ability to perform well in school.

School social pedagogues often provide individual and group counseling, consult with teachers, participate on educational teams, facilitate communication and change for the benefit of their students, and advocate for students’ needs. 
In promoting enhanced school adjustment and functioning for students, school social pedagogues help the school, family, and community coordinate their efforts for the benefit of those they serve in the school. 

School social pedagogues often assist in working with parents and the community for the purposes of promoting a better understanding of the school’s practices, policies, and philosophies. 

